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• Career Development

• Recognition and visibility of excellent research 
and researchers (attractive & prestigious grants)

• Competition and comparison (European 
benchmark for excellent research)

• Increase performance and impact (Focus on 
Frontier Research)

1. Goals
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• Autonomous scientific governance

• Investigator-driven frontier research across all 
areas of research

• Excellence as sole criterion

• Simple, user-friendly delivery

2. Principles

Keep it simple, trust the scientists



Funding opportunities for young scientists

1. Why do we need to support young scientists?



Funding opportunities for young scientists

• The transition to independence is a key phase in 
career development

1. Why do we need to support young scientists?



Funding opportunities for young scientists

• The transition to independence is a key phase in 
career development

• New excellent teams bring energy and new 
ideas to their disciplines

1. Why do we need to support young scientists?



Funding opportunities for young scientists

• The transition to independence is a key phase in 
career development

• New excellent teams bring energy and new 
ideas to their disciplines

• Promote rational generational turnover
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• Start-up packages are part of every new faculty 
recruitment in the US

• As an example, current start-up packages in 
biomedical science range from $300.000 to 
$1.000.000

• In Europe, with a few exceptions, focus is on 
recruiting scientists, but we do not provide the 
necessary funds to start-up

• In Spain, “Ramon y Cajal” fellows receive
€15.000 to start-up

2. What are we missing in Europe?
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Funding opportunities for young scientists

• A third of the ERC budget will be dedicated to 
promote the transition to independence

• 5 year grants, up to €2.000.000

• Portability

• Re-budgeting

• Simple administration, easy reporting

3. What do we offer to young scientists?

ERC starting grants as institutional benchmarks



Concluding remarks

• Autonomous scientific governance

• Promote transition to independence
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